
Wise Men Bring Gifts

DISCIPLE TARGETS

SUPPLIES

Big Idea  Jesus, God’s special Son, is the greatest king of all!
Bible Passage Wise Men Bring Gifts—Matthew 2:1-12

Lesson Summary
Throughout His life on earth, Jesus encountered two types 
of people. Some had the faith to glimpse His true identity 
as the Messiah. They followed Him with great hope, and 
worshiped Him. But others, who did not recognize Him, 
considered Jesus to be dangerous. His great influence 
threatened their positions of power. 

Jesus’ birth inspired some people to worship, and intro-
duced selfish fear in others. The story of the magi establish-
es a wonderful contrast between those who rejoice with the 
coming of the Savior, and those who fear His authority. 
The magi were wise men from an eastern land who studied 
the heavens. When they saw a new star that signified the 
birth of a new king, they made the long journey to find 
the Child and offer Him valuable gifts. At first, the magi 
expected to find Jesus among the rich and powerful, so 
they sought the help of Herod the King. But even when 
they found Jesus with poor parents, living apart from 
spotlight, they worshiped Him.

For King Herod, however, the news that someone had 
been born “King of the Jews” was no reason to worship. 
Herod was king of the Jews, and he did not want to lose his 
position. The fact that Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem fulfilled a 
prophecy about the long-awaited Messiah meant nothing 
to him. Herod did not care that a Savior had come to the 
people; he viewed Jesus’ birth as a threat to his power. 

Herod promptly devised a plan to destroy this child and 
protect his own throne.

It appears that Herod and the magi were wealthy, 
powerful, and well-educated. The magi could just as easily 
have allowed their prominent positions to keep them from 
bowing before a small Child. But they believed He was 
the King. They provided a model of worship for all who 
recognize Jesus as God’s Son. Encourage your preschool-
ers to think of ways they can show Jesus that He is their 
King, too!

Pray for Wisdom
Heavenly Father, such a climate of mystery and excitement 
surrounds the visit of the Magi. Thank You for supernaturally 
revealing the miracle of Jesus’ birth to them. Thank You that 
they eagerly sought Him out, bringing gifts and worshiping. 

Bring that excitement to these children this Christmas, Lord. 
May each child eagerly search for ways that he or she can pay 
homage to King Jesus. Help the children glorify Jesus’ name  
through expressions of worship. I humbly pray in the name of 
the King of Kings, amen.

The King

General Supplies
 Bibles, Disciple Guide pages
 Pencils, markers, crayons
 Paper, scissors, tape, glue

Welcome & Worship Time
 FIND THE STAR: star shapes different materials, such 

as paper, glow-in-the-dark plastic, or gold foil

Bible Time
 Teaching Image (back cover)—The King
 SNACK—cinnamon cereal, gold-colored cups
 TWINKLE, TWINKLE: none

Disciple Time
 Puppets (optional)

•	 Wise men from far away worshiped Jesus and 
brought Him gifts.

•	 Give a special gift to Jesus during Christmas this 
year.

•	 Eager to bring gifts to Jesus, the King.

In this lesson, children will...

Know   (knowledge)

do  (conduct)

FEEL  (character)
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Learn By Doing—Find the Star
(For alternate ideas to introduce this lesson, refer to the 
Additional “Learn by Doing” Activities on page 4.)

Supplies: star shapes from a variety of materials, such as 
paper, glow-in-the-dark plastic, or gold foil

Before class, make or find a large number of stars. Place the 
stars all around the room in places where children have to 
look for them but will be able to find them. As the children 
arrive, have them begin to gather stars. When all the stars 
have been found, ask a few children to hide the stars for 
others to find. Tell the children that they will be learning 
about a special star that a group of men found in the sky 
when Jesus was born.

Sing With Joy
Move the children to worship with a favorite song. Select 
one below or use a preschool songbook or recording.

•We Three Kings (traditional) 
•Joy to the World (hymn)
•O Come, All Ye Faithful (hymn)
•Go, Tell It on the Mountain (spiritual)

Rehearse the Verse
Have the children stand on their tiptoes and look up high 
in the sky when they mention the star, and bow down low 
when they mention worship.

Matthew 2:2.—“‘We saw the King’s star and have come to 
worship Him.’”

Seek God’s Blessing
Talk with God about your time together with the children 
today, about the Bible story, and about any special needs.

As you pray, use meaningful and simple words from your 
heart. The children will learn to pray by listening to you.

Tell the Truth
Open your Bible to the passage and place it on your lap. 
(The Bible story is printed on page 3.)

The story, The King, is based on Matthew 2:1-12. It captures 
the interest and attention of older preschool children. If 
you are teaching younger preschoolers, you may want to 
use the shorter Summary/Review.

As you tell the story, when you describe the Magi traveling, 
invite the children to tap their feet against the floor.

Talk and Snack
Consider serving cinnamon-flavored cereal in gold cups. 
Cut gold foil paper into squares and sandwich the gold 
foil between two clear plastic cups. Serve the cereal in 
the cups. Remind the children that the wise men brought 
sweet-smelling gifts and gold to Jesus.

As an alternative, make gift snacks from square snack crackers 
and squeeze cheese. Have the children squeeze the cheese 
onto the crackers to look like ribbons on packages. Remind 
the children that the wise men brought gifts to Jesus.

While you eat, talk about the Bible story. These questions 
will help you get started.
•Who came to Jerusalem looking for the new king?
•What guided the wise men to the place where the new 
king was living?
•What was the name of the new king?
•What did the wise men give to Jesus, the new King?

Play and Move
Act out the actions of the wise men from the story. Have 
the children pretend to bounce up and down while riding 
on camels, put their hands above their eyes to look for the 
star in the sky, bow down to worship Jesus, and give gifts 
to Jesus.

Disciple Guide pages
Ask the children to draw a line from the wise men to Jesus 
by following the stars along the maze. Then have them color 
the wise men, Jesus, the house, and the star.

Optional: Encourage the children to add gold foil stars to the 
sky, glitter glue on the stars in the maze, fabric for clothing, 
or sand on the path of the maze.

   Welcome & 
Worship 
      Time

Bible 
   Time

Teacher—Welcome each child warmly. Encourage 
children to bring their offerings to the Lord.

Teacher—Bring your preschoolers to the Lord. 
Encourage them to apply Biblical truths in practical ways.
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Learn By Doing—Twinkle, Twinkle
(For alternate ideas to reinforce the Bible story, refer to the 
Additional “Learn by Doing” Activities on page 4.)

Sing this song with your children to the tune of Twinkle, 
Twinkle, Little Star.

Twinkle, twinkle, little star.
Wise men followed from afar.

They found Jesus of whom we sing,
Gave Him gifts fit for a King.

They bowed down and gave a nod.
Jesus is the Gift from God!

King Herod lived in a big city called Jerusalem. Herod wore a 
beautiful robe. He sat on a big throne. He wore a gold crown. 
But Herod was not a good king. He was mean. He did not tell 
the truth.

One day, wise men came to Jerusalem. The wise men had 
traveled far from home. Every night, a star showed them 
where to go. It pointed to a special place. It pointed to where 
a new King lived!

The wise men did not know King Herod was mean. They 
thought he would help them. They told Herod, “We saw 
the star of the new King. Tell us where He lives. We want to 
worship Him.”

But King Herod didn’t like this news one bit! He did not want 
another king. He wanted to be the only king. So Herod asked 
his helpers, “Who is this new King?”

They told Herod, “The Bible tells about a great King who will 
be born in Bethlehem. This great King will love and care for 
His people.”

This news made King Herod angry. He did not want a great 
king. He wanted to be the only king! Herod told the wise 
men, “When you find this new King, come back. Let me 
know where He is. Then I can worship Him, too.” But Herod 
was lying. He didn’t want to worship the new King at all. He 
wanted to get rid of the new King.

The wise men left Jerusalem. They followed the star to 
Bethlehem. The star pointed right to the place where the 
new King was staying!

The wise men went inside. They saw the new King. He was 
still a little boy! He did not wear a beautiful robe. He did not 
sit on a big throne. He did not have a gold crown. But the 
wise men knew that this boy, Jesus, was the new King. They 
worshiped King Jesus. They gave Him gifts. One wise man 
brought gold to Jesus. Another wise man brought incense 
to Jesus. Another wise man brought myrrh to Jesus. The 
wise men were glad to worship Jesus, the new King, God’s 
special Son!

That night, God told the wise men, “King Herod is mean. Do 
not tell him where Jesus is staying.”

So the next day, the wise men left Bethlehem. They did not 
go to Jerusalem. They went home on a different road. They 
did not tell King Herod where to find Jesus.

The wise men were very happy! They had seen King Jesus. 
They had seen the greatest King of all!

The King   (Summary/Review)
A special star shone in the sky. “Let’s follow it to the 
promised King!” the wise men cried. They traveled a long 
way to Jerusalem. Herod told them, “Go find this King so I 
can worship Him, too.”

The star led the wise men to Jesus’ house. They bowed in 
worship. Then they brought out wonderful gifts—gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh.

That night God warned the wise men, “Herod is mean. Don’t 
help him find Jesus.” 

The wise men left town secretly. “Praise God!” they rejoiced. 
“We’ve seen the King!”

Pray for People
Ask for prayer requests. Pray for each personal concern. Ask 
God to fill each of your students with eagerness to give 
Jesus the gift of worship this Christmas.

Bible Story—The King
(based on Matthew 2:1-12)
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The King
Wise Men Bring Gifts

Matthew 2:1-12

Kingly Crowns
Supplies: yellow construction paper, 
scissors, tape, crayons, markers, stars, 
sequins, foil, miscellaneous stickers, 
glue

Before class, cut crowns out of 9- x 
12-inch construction paper. Give each 
child the crown pieces to decorate 
using crayons, markers, stars, sequins, 
foil and miscellaneous stickers. Then 
help them tape or staple the pieces 
together so the crowns fit snugly on 
their heads. You may choose to write 
each child’s name on his or her crown. 
Remind the children that the wise men 
who brought gifts to Jesus are often 
called kings.

Glow in the Dark
Supplies: large table, heavy blankets, 
glow-in-the-dark stars, tape or sticky 
tak

Set up a star-gazing area in your room. 
Attach the glow-in-the-dark stars to 
the underside of a large table. Cover 
the table with heavy blankets that 
will block all light from getting under 
the table. Allow the children to crawl 
under the table to look at the stars. Be 
aware that some children may be afraid 
of the dark. Be sensitive to those fears, 
and do not force anyone to go under 
the table. Talk about the star that the 
wise men saw.

Follow the Light
Supplies: bright flashlight

Dim the lights in your room so that 
the light on the flashlight will be more 
visible. Shine the light on different 
areas of your floor or walls. Tell the 
children that they are to go wherever 
the light is shining. Move the beam of 
light from the flashlight slowly around 
the room, having the children follow 
it. Remind the children that the wise 
men followed the light of a bright star 
to find Jesus.

Surprise Star
Supplies: white paper, white crayon, 
watercolor paints, newspaper or other 
materials to cover the table and floor, 
small containers, paintbrushes

Before class, use the white crayon 
to draw a large star on each sheet of 
paper. Cover a table with newspaper. 
You may want to cover the floor under 
the table also. Set out one sheet of 
paper with a star on it for each child. 
Distribute the paintbrushes and con-
tainers of thinned, dark watercolor 
paint. Have the children paint over 
the paper and the star will appear. 
Talk about the star that appeared to 
the wise men.

Instruments of Praise
Supplies: rhythm instruments, 
such as rhythm sticks, tambourines, 
cymbals, drums; CD player, children’s 
Christmas music

Set out the rhythm instruments and 
play the recorded music. Encourage 
the children to play a rhythm instru-
ment to accompany the music. Tell 
them that making music is one way to 
worship Jesus.

Both Learn by Doing sections in this 
lesson include a suggested learning 
activity. However, you may want to 
substitute one or more of the activities 
below to capture the specific interests 
and needs of your children.

Select activities based on the ages of 
your children, their learning style pref-
erences, and their developmental needs. 

Coloring Page
Provide copies of the reproducible 
Bible story picture for this lesson on 
the inside back cover of the packet.

Just Like Kings
Supplies: king and queen dress-up 
clothes such as crowns, fancy dresses, 
and pieces of velvet or brocade cloth 
for robes

Set out the clothes and allow the 
children to dress up as queens and 
kings. Remind them that the wise men 
are sometimes called kings, and that 
they came to visit Jesus the King.

Wise Man Figures
Supplies: poster board, scissors, 
markers, crayons, glue, glitter, fabric 
scraps, miscellaneous art supplies

Before class, cut an oval shape near the 
top of a sheet of poster board for each 
child so that his or her face will show 
through. Set out the art supplies and 
allow the children to draw the body of 
a wise man on the poster board, with 
the cut-out oval as the face. Encourage 
them to decorate the drawing with 
fabric, glitter, sequins, or other mis-
cellaneous art supplies. Have them 
pretend to be the wise men by holding 
the poster board and putting their 
faces in the oval cut-out area. Talk 
about how far the wise men had to 
travel to see Jesus.
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